Panel Speakers – Space Starts Here (ASCEND 2026)
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics - AIAA supports K–12 outreach through local chapters, educator resources, student programs, classroom visits, mentorship, and volunteer opportunities. Many regional chapters partner directly with schools.
American Rocketry Challenge - The Aerospace Industries Association’s national rocketry competition engages thousands of middle and high school students annually in designing, building, and launching rockets. The program includes mentorship opportunities for professionals and local rocketry experts. 
ARISS-USA - ARISS-USA connects students with astronauts aboard the International Space Station through live amateur radio contacts. Aerospace professionals, amateur radio operators, educators, and technical volunteers support local events, mentor students, and help schools prepare for contacts.
Challenger Center - Challenger Center operates a network of 30+ Challenger Learning Centers that provide simulated space missions and hands-on STEM experiences for students. Aerospace professionals can participate through guest speaking, partnerships, and engagement with local centers.

Other STEM Programs, Competitions, Mentorship Programs, & Opportunities for K-12 Engagement
Academy of Model Aeronautics - Supports youth engagement in model aviation, drones, aerospace engineering, and aeronautics competitions through locally-sponsored clubs, STEM curricula, and flight events.
AstraFemina - AstraFemina promotes opportunities for girls and young women in aerospace through outreach events, mentorship, workshops, and student engagement initiatives focused on representation and career awareness.
Civil Air Patrol - Civil Air Patrol’s cadet programs expose students to aerospace, aviation, rocketry, drones, and STEM activities.
DiscoverE (Discover Engineering) - Connects K–12 students with engineers and STEM professionals through national outreach campaigns, hands-on engineering activities, classroom engagement, and volunteer opportunities.
FIRST Robotics Competition - A youth robotics program where students learn workforce skills alongside mentors as they build robots & play a game.
Genes in Space - A national STEM contest that challenges US students in grades 7 through 12 to design biotechnology experiments for space. Winning experiments are performed by leveraging the International Space Station National Laboratory.
HUNCH - The NASA HUNCH Program, operated by NASA’s Johnson Space Center and Marshall Space Flight Center, gives high school students opportunities to work in teams and apply science and math to real-world tasks. They follow the engineering design process to create their own experiments or equipment to meet a challenge, including the categories of Design & Prototype, Softgoods, Hardware, Video Challenge, and Culinary Challenge.
NASA Express - Keep up with the latest NASA STEM happenings by subscribing to the NASA EXPRESS weekly newsletter. Each email features at-home activities and updates on workshops, internships, contests, and student challenges.
NASA Student Launch - NASA’s 9-month-long challenge tasks student teams from across the US to design, build, test, and launch a high-powered rocket.
National Association of Rocketry - The oldest and largest sport rocketry organization in the world, offering rocketry mentorship opportunities and instructions on forming local clubs. 
National Society of Black Engineers - Aerospace and engineering professionals can volunteer through local NSBE chapters by mentoring students, speaking at schools, supporting STEM events, and participating in hands-on outreach programs designed to expand access to engineering careers.
SEDS (Students for the Exploration and Development of Space) - SEDS is an international student organization that promotes space exploration and development through educational and engineering projects. Local student chapters may provide engagement opportunities.
Society of Women Engineers - Engages K–12 students through engineering workshops, mentoring, STEM nights, robotics support, and outreach events such as Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day.
Women in Aviation International - Runs Girls in Aviation Day and other outreach initiatives designed to introduce girls to aviation and aerospace careers through hands-on STEM activities and mentorship.
Zero Robotics - A programming competition run by MIT in collaboration with NASA and CASIS. Each year features a new “game” based on a real-life space exploration challenge, in which student teams must program their robots to outmaneuver and thwart their opponents.
